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books as "corrupt, heretical, and blasphemous/1
flung these people into prison with every mark
of indignity, branded them as enemies of the
established order in church and commonwealth,
and tried to prove that they were witches and
emissaries of Satan. The first-comers were sent
back to Barbados whence they came; the next
were returned to England; those of 1657 were
scourged; those of 1658, under the Massachusetts
law of the previous year, were mutilated and, when
all these measures had no effect, under the harsher
law of October, 1658, four were hanged. One
of these, Mary Dyer, though reprieved and ban-
ished, persisted in returning to her death. The
Quakers were scourged in Plymouth, branded in
New Haven, flogged at the cart's tail on Long
Island, and chained to a wheelbarrow at New
Amsterdam. Upon Connecticut they made al-
most no impression; only in Piscataqua, Rhode
Island, Nantucket, and Eastern Long Island did
they find a resting place.

To the awe inspired by the covenant with God
was added the terror aroused by the dread power
of Satan; and witchcraft inevitably took its
place in the annals of New England Puritanism
as it had done for a century in the annals of the